
CENTRAL 

CROSSINGS 
an urban sampler of Christian spirituality 

 

Central Crossings is a gift from Central Lutheran 

Church to the city offering prayer, worship and 

music opportunities in a landmark setting. 
 

This series of events is designed to share our 

breathtaking architectural space and our best gifts 

with the community including our musical 

instruments, musicians, artists and pastors. These 

are public opportunities designed to be a 

welcoming urban sampler of Christian spirituality 

from a wide variety of the church’s diverse 

traditions.   
 

The curious and the spiritually hungry are 

especially welcome to join us with no further 

obligation.  
 

Most events are free and open to all. Some are 

ticketed as indicated. Come, nourish your spirit 

with us! 

 

 

2014-2015 

CROSSING EVENTS 
intersections for the curious 

 

Sunday, October, 12, 2014 – Event 

Downtown Congregations to End Homelessness – 

Unite to End Homelessness 

From 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm – Free 
Gather with people across faith traditions for a lively panel discussion 

on housing in our community, worship together, and stay for an 

action fair with opportunities to act, listen to music, create art, and 

discover how we are working together to end homelessness! 
 

Sunday, October 19, 2014 – Concert 

Metropolitan Symphony Orchestra 

4:00 pm – Free – donations accepted 
Features: “Ode to the West Wind (1956) for Soprano and Orchestra” 

(Dominick Argento) with Maria Jette, soprano; and, “Symphonic 

Dances, op. 45” (Sergei Rachmaninov). 
 

Friday, October 24, 2014 – Concert/Opera 

Minnesota Concert Opera 

7:30 pm – Ticketed event 

Tickets through mnconcertopera.org 
Features: “Cavalleria Rusticana” (Pietro Mascagni) with the Kenwood 

Symphony Orchestra, MacPhail’s Sonomento and Minnesota Concert 

Opera Chorus. (in Italian with English subtitles) 
 

Saturday, October 25, 2014 – Musical Worship 

Celebration “Reformation and Transformation” 

5:30 pm – Free-will offering 
Features organist and pianist Carolyn Diamond, baritone Thomas 

Dreeze, Central’s cantor Mark Sedio and the Central Handbell Choir 

directed by Jane Lien, associate cantor. Keyboard, vocal and handbell 

music emblematic of the struggle from darkness to light, “Reformation 

to Transformation”. Offering supports Operation Bootstrap Africa 
 

Sunday, November 16, 2014 – Choral Eucharist 

11:00 am – Free-will offering 
Features the Central Choir and orchestra 
 

Sunday, November 23, 2014 

The organ concert scheduled for this date has been cancelled 
 

Sunday, November 23, 2014 – Worship 

11:00 am – Christ the King, with global music 
Congregational potluck follows. Reception of new members. 
 

Thursday, November 27, 2014 – Worship 

Downtown Churches Thanksgiving Service 

10:00 am – Free-will offering 

Temple Israel 
Interfaith community prayer service on Thanksgiving morning 
 

Friday, December 5, 2014 and  

Saturday, December 6, 2014 

Augsburg College Advent Vespers  

Friday at 5:00 pm and 8:00 pm 

Saturday 2:00 pm, 5:00 pm and 8:00 pm 

Reservations required: Seating envelopes available 

by calling 612.330-1265 (after November 1) 
Advent Vespers celebrates the beginning of the Christmas season with 

traditional and contemporary hymns, anthems, and carols. This 

celebration combines more than 300 participants including choirs, 

instrumentalists, and readers. 
 

Friday, December 12, 2014 – Concert 

Minnesota Orchestra and Minnesota Chorale 

8:00 pm – Ticketed event 
Tickets through mn.orch.org or box office: 612.371-5656 

The Minnesota Orchestra, with the Minnesota Chorale and four 

distinguished vocal soloists, present Handel’s immortal “Messiah” 

under the baton of the renowned Christopher Warren Green. 
 

Wednesday, December 24, 2014 – Worship 

Annual Service of Blessings on Christmas Eve  

4:00 pm – Free-will offering 
Central’s unique Service of Blessing offering families of all types 

individual blessings. Live Nativity, carols, bells and candlelight in our 

festively adorned sanctuary. Come and worship!  
 

Wednesday, December 24, 2014 – Worship 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Holy Communion 

10:30 pm – Free-will offering 
Features the Central Choir and brass 
 

Thursday, December 25, 2014 – Worship 

Christmas Day Contemplative Holy Communion  

10:00 am – Free-will offering 
 

Sunday, February 15, 2015 – Hymn Festival 

Downtown Churches Biennial Choral Festival 

2:30 pm – Free-will offering 
Join this longstanding tradition of cooperation and music making 

among churches in downtown Minneapolis. 
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CROSSING  

GUIDE 
a roadmap for the curious 

 

 

Who is Central Lutheran Church? 

A congregation of Lutheran Christians formed over 90 years ago in 

downtown Minneapolis for the sake of the city. Our founders were 

forward looking immigrants. Our landmark building is the largest 

Lutheran worship space in North and South America. 

www.centralmpls.org 
 

What’s a Lutheran? 

Lutherans form a 500 year-old group of Christians that originally did 

not intend to break from our Roman Catholic brothers and sisters. But 

for theological and political reasons, followers of reformer Martin 

Luther became the first Protestant Christians. Lutherans are 

sometimes described as maintaining Catholic form with Protestant 

substance, and are often considered a bridge between Catholicism and 

other Protestants. Today, Lutherans can be found all over the world, 

and are among the largest Protestant denominations. In the USA there 

are just under five million members in the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America (the Lutheranism of which Central is a 

congregation). See our denomination’s website at www.elca.org. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A network of people all across the church 

who love and care for Central Lutheran 

Church from afar. 

Across the country and beyond there are many people who have a 

warm spot in their heart for Central Lutheran Church – people who 

feel a connection both to the history and the ongoing mission of this 

congregation. If you’re one of them, we invite you to join Friends of 

Central. Visit our website for more information. To receive more 

information about events at Central, enroll in Friends of Central 

today! 

Friday, April 3, 2015 – Worship 

Good Friday Tre Ore (Three Hour) Service 

12:00 noon – 3:00 pm – Free-will offering 
A longstanding tradition at Central, the Tre Ore (three hour) service 

centers on Christ’s seven last words from the cross. Brief homilies, 

choral anthems and instrumental music illuminate each “word” – all 

culminating in a moving choral procession in the form of a cross. 

Come for a time… come for all. 
 

Saturday, April 18, 2015 – Concert 

Augsburg College Music Department  

2:00 pm – Free-will offering 
 

Saturday, May 30, 2015 – Cabaret!! 

6:15 pm – Ticketed; includes dinner: 612.870-4416 
Central's Saturday worship singers present a program of show tunes 

in a cabaret setting, directed by Carolyn Diamond. 
 

Parking is available for these events in Central’s 

lot, south of the church building. Parking fees vary 

from event to event. Park free for Central 

sponsored worship services. 
 

Docents will be on hand after many events to talk 

about our church and answer your questions. 
 

CROSSTALK 
Bible Studies for the curious 

 

The Word in Our Midst 

Each Wednesday, 1:30-2:30 pm 
Gather with the week’s preacher to discuss the Bible 

readings for the coming Sunday worship 
 

Dwelling in the Word 

Many Sundays, 12:15-1:15 pm 
Gather with other worshipers to discuss the Bible 

readings (and sermon) you just heard in Sunday worship 
 

CrossWalk ― Fabric Labyrinth 
A labyrinth day can be scheduled through our Prayer, Spirituality & 

Meditation ministry team. Contact the church office. 
 

 

 

CENTRAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
in the heart of the city, welcomes all people 

to celebrate, discover and share the love of Christ 

333 South Twelfth Street  Minneapolis, MN 55404 

 612-870-4416  www.centralmpls.org  
COME & SEE 
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CENTRAL 
CROSSINGS 

  

an urban sampler of Christian spirituality 

 
 

for the city 
 

Everyone is welcome! 
 
 

COME & SEE! 


